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however, are pupils invited to consider near-adult problems
within the range of their abilities and experiences.
Certain city and village community centers cooperate with
the school superintendents and teachers to coordinate the
after-school programs planned by each group. These centers
offer a wide range of activities—hiking, gymnasium, and clubs
of all kinds for the children; sports, dramatics, craft courses,
and forums for the older persons. Some schools have com-
munity rooms, open to pupils and adults after school hours.
All communities could profitably establish some such center.
Kindergartens have a social atmosphere. The experiences
of the kindergarten programs, where schools have these im-
portant units, may be most valuable as socializing influences.
The kindergarten programs are usually built around themes
based on the general interests of the children, introducing,
among other topics, study of nature, animals, family, and
neighborhood life. One five-year-old group was recently ob-
served broadcasting from its own station—and about the day's
war happenings. In the programs of the nursery school and
kindergarten, the interrelationships which exist between the
child's home and school life should be recognized, and the
parents of the children should be considered essential mem-
bers of the group in study and in the daily life of the group
at school. In the movement to organize many new kinder-
garten and nursery school units—included in plans for a better
kind of elementary education—parents can be an important
link between the school and the community.
There is danger that the nursery school and kindergarten
may be just another school year for the child. Observation
has revealed that fixed schedules of activities are the order of
the day in many kindergartens, with activities planned for the
group as a whole, giving slight recognition to the needs of the
individual child or to his interest span. In many kindergarten
groups games and play are closely supervised. This type of
direction tends to have all the children doing the same thing
at the same time and to make the teacher suggest and direct
what the children do, instead of encouraging creative play to

